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ELDER JOHN PECK’S MISSIONARY TOUR...48144. 

October 4th.-—This morning I left my family, to pro- 
ceed on a Missionary Tour. After preaching in Deruy- 
ter, I rode to the Sixth Town, preached, aird baptised two 
persons. On the 524, I came to Deacon Purdy’s, in Ply- 
mouth, and preached inthe evening. From this place, I 
expected Elder Ferris to accompany me on my journey, 
but was disappointed in consequence of his indisposition. 
On the 6th, I took a melanchoiy leave cf my friends, and 
went on my way, much dejected. But these words of our 
Saviour, “Lo, Jam with you always, even unto the end of 
the world,’? much supported me. Passing on, 1 preached 
In Pharsalia. 

7th. I preached in German; visited Elder Lawton and 
Brother Wakley, and pursued my journey. On the 822, 
came to Brother Doty’s, in Caroline. On the-97/, preached 
toalargeand solemnassembly,and administered the Lord’s 
Supper to the church in this place —A comfortable sea- 
son..seven Africans were among the communicants. On 
the 10¢h, passing by Ithica, came to Elder Thomas’. in 
Ovid; preached in the evening to a solemn assembiy : 
here are some indications of a work of grace. 

llth, This morning, was joined by Elder Powers. We 
vavelled together to Elder Sandford’s, in Wayne, and 
were received with the greatest hospitality. On the 127A, 
we crossed the Crooked Lake; in company with Elder 
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John Goff, and came to Pulteney ; found a council conye. 
ning near Brother Peter Powers’. By the request of the 
council, I took a seat with them. After due examination, 
we gave fellowship to a number of brethren and sisters, ag 
a church in sister relation. The church then presenteg 
Brother Peter Powers for ordination. After the usual exg. 
mination, the council unanimously agreed to assist the 
church in setting him apart by ordination. The next day 
the ceremony was attended in the following manner: | 
preached from Rom. x. 15. Elder Reynolds made the 
consecrating prayer, and laid on hands with Elders Sand- 
ford, Bigelow and Finch. Elder William Powers gaye 
the charge, Elder Goff the right hand of fellowship, and 
Elder Chase made the corcluding prayer The scene 
was solemn, and seemed to be crowned with the divine 
approbation. 

147k. Lrode seven miles, and met with a number of my 
brethren who had formerly been in covenant relation with 
me, and rejoiced to see them stand fast in their profession. 
I found a little church here destitute of preaching ; they 
desire to be remembered by the society, and to have mis- 
sionarics visit them. I tarried and preached with them, 
until after the Sabbath. Their attention was great, and 
the interview pleasing. | 

17th. I went to Jerusalem, on Bluff Point, preached to 
a crowded audience, and had for a few moments an agreea- 
ble interview with Elder Finch. I tarried with Brother 
Herrick, and found him, and his wife, and some of his 
children walking in the truth. These were members with 
whom I first united in church relation. The opportunity 
was very precious; it reminded us of the former loving: 
kindness of the Lord. | . 

18th. Took my leave, on my return to Pulteney. O2 
my way, I visited Jemima Wilkinson. She sat as a queen, 
yet was very free in conversation. But a more heteroge 
nous, confused mass of absurdities, I never heard drop 
from the lips of any person. My heart felt pained to sc 
such 2 number of deluded persons looking to her as thet 
euide to heaven, and their minds barred against the light 
of truth. I fear that both the leader and the led will fall 
into the ditch together. I returned to Pulteney, and 
preached a sermon to the réuth and children; then to% 
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Elder Peck’s Missionary Tour. 449 


10th. Rode to Attica, and preached in the evening. I 
have reason to believe that a woman here had experienced 
a change of heart a few days past. 

11¢h, Came to Brother Stephen Chaffe’s, quite unwell. 
On the next day, I tried to preach. And on the 137, Ide- 
livered two discourses to a crowded assembiy. The Lord 
appeared to be present. Many were in tears. The next 
evening, I preached with the people where Elder Osborn 
formerly preached. The church is in a low, scattered con- 
dition, and have almost lost their visibility. The enemy has 
made great inroads among them. Errors are abounding 
in these parts. Religion appears to be at a low ebb; yet 
there are some brethren employed 1m sounding the gospel 
trumpet, who seem determined, through assisting grace, 
to maintain the conflict. On the 15¢4, preached at Elder 
Throop’s, and had an agreeable season with him and other 
brethren. On the 16¢4, came to Alexandria, on Murder 
creek, and preached to a solemn assembly, although it was 
with difficulty that I could stand on my feet till 1 finished 
my discourse. 

Having been very much indisposed for some days past, 
Itarried with Mr Garfield, where I experienced great 
‘indness. The next day, was very unwell; took piysic. 
In the evening, the people convened, and I delivered them 
a short discourse, and I hope not in vain. On the 19¢4, fT 
rode to Batavia; and the day following delivered two dis- 
courses in the court-house to a very attentive assembly, 
who appeared very thankfui for the visit. 

The next day, I visited the hospital, where there were 
upwards of a hundred sick and wounded. They wished 
me to pray with them, which I did. Afier prayer, I 
preached a short sermon from Matt. ix. 12.% They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.’ From 
Which words I endeavored to show them, as they were sick 
and wounded, the moral state of man ; that, naturally, all 
are sick and wounded— The whole head is sick, aid the 
Whole heart is faint, from, the sole of the foot, even unto 


.t . ; . ; 2 
the head, there is uo soundness in it, but wounds, bruises 


and putrifying sores.”"—they were looking to their physi- 

Clan for help —So it is of the greatest necessity that they 

should look to the Lord Jesus Christ, the only physician 

that can ae our souls, and that he is eyery way suitable 
a 
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Wor he is a physician at hand, (Jer. viii. 22,) and perfectly 
understands ail the complaints of the patient, and has the 
right kind of medicine to apply, which will certainly effect 
a cure, (1. John i. 7,) and that it is all free without money 
and without price (Isai. v. 5, t-3.}—And tho’ they should 
get well of their present sickness, they may soon sickeg 
again and die. But if their souls are healed by this physi. 
Clan, the disease shall neverreturn; they shall never die 
(John xi. 26.)—‘Lhat as they were called to bear arms in 
defence of iheir country, as soldiers, they were liable to 
fall inthe field of battle: but those who are enlisted un- 
der the banner of the captain of our salvation, are sure to 
gain the victory ; for he never lost a man: but they will 
come off conquerors, and more than conquerors, through 
him that loved them, and gave himself fur them, and they 
shall reign with himin glory. Hence I exhorted them to 
be sensible of their spiritual disease, and look to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only physician, to enlist under his ban- 
ner, and be prepared to meet their God. And tho’ some 
of them had lost some of their members In the Jate action 
with the enemy, their bodies will shortly be fashioned like 
the giorious body of Christ, and all sorrow and sighing 
shall fiee away. 

While I was speaking, they paid strict attention, and 
tears stood in many eyes. They appeared very thank‘ul 
for the visit, wiile I could say...it is better to go to the 
house of affliction, than to the house of feasting. 

I now set my face homeward, and after visiting a num- 
ber of brethren, and preaching sundry times on my way, ! 
arrived at my house, Deceméer 1st, having been absent 59 
days...travelled about 600 miles...preached 67 times...bap- 
tised two persons...assisted in organizing one church, and 
in ordaining one minister...administered the Lord’s Sup- 
er twice, and attended a number of conferences. Under 
the smiles of a kind Providence, I reached home, and found 
my family in health. 

During this time I have enjoyed good health, excepting 
one week. I found the roads rough and muddy, and the 
weather unfavorable for travelling. 

. But to behold the joy expressed by many in the wildet- 
ness, on being visited—their entreaties for a continuance 


of like fayors—the tears shed in parting—is enough © 
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move a heart of stone, and is more than enough to reward 
me for all the fatigue and toil I have endured while tra= 
yelling over the rough and muddy way. 


RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


Twice had the effulgent lamp of heaven performed its 
circuitous route....twice had the terraqueous globe expe- 
rienced alternate light and darkness. On earth, all ap- 
peared quiet....the enemy seemed satisfied with his 
triumph....the envious Jews had obtained a gratification 
of their malignity; and the humble Nazarine, crucified 
by Roman hands, was now entembed: peculiar care was 
taken to prevent imposition....a military guard, stationed 
at the sepulclrre, prevented ail approach....the Roman seak 
seemed to insure the sacred contents. Enemies rejoiced 
in their supposed victory....friends mourned, and were 
overwhelmed with despondency, while their glorious lea- 
der lay bound in the adamantine chains of death, and the 
yoracious monster held him in his dark domain. 

Angels of light! spirits in glory ! waited in suspense, 
wondering at the ways of -God, and marvelling what the 
end of these things should be. The malignant powers of 
darkness rejoiced, and hell made Jubilee. Death grinned 
ahorrid smile, and sin seemed to have obtained a complete 
triumph. But anon! the third auspicious morn draws 
near.... When io! from the august throne of God a shining 
herald is despatched! Who, arrayed in heavenly attire, 
fitted for flight, with speed, swifter than the lightning’s 
nimblest glance, sped through the ethereal vault. The 
splendid glories of the heavenly messenger, as he past 
through numberless systems, eclipsed the bright jumina- 
rics with which they were adorned. Earth beheld the ap- 
proaching glory...earth saw it and trembled...dire concus- 
sions shook the tremulous ground. The Roman veterans, 
hardy sons of war, whose iren souls were inured to dan- 
ger, saw the descending glory....they saw, but with wild 
aifight....they fainted...they fell...they became as dead 
men. The sweet messenger now, with delight and joys 
breaks the Roman seal, and from the sepulchre rolls back. 
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the ponderous stone, on which he seats himself, to wait g 
further developement of the divine purposes. And now, m 
sing. O ye heavens! and rejoice, ye holy bands! Let the G 
bright choirs above attune their harps to nobler sounds! 

Let JEHOV AH’s praise resound from every holy being! th 
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phant wheels, and ascending on high, makes a show of 
them openly, and then confines them down in the dark re- 
gions of hell, there to reap the just reward of their im- 
placable rebellion against God and his Messiah. 

Hail, sacred morn! illustrious day ! which witnessed 
the glorious triumphs of the adorable Emanuel! which 
saw the blessed Jesus leave the gloomy prison, and beheld 
him spoiling principalities and powers. Let the precious 
hours be consecrated to pious festivity. Let the day be 
devoted to the performance of those duties which indicate 
a real feve tu God, and a due re gard for his transcendant 
slory. Let no sordid motives, no avaricous designs ope- 
rating upon the mind, tend to profane the joyous season. 
O let love, joy and gratitude, with holy zeal for the cause 
of God, animate every breast. And may-the ardent flaveé 
burst foith m the spontancous performance of those pica: 
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W hile horror, black horror, with its concomitant, gloomy ri 
: despair, seizes upon the rebeliious foes of heaven, who b] 
| fh erst were triumphing in their imaginary conquest over the te 
a Son of God’s eternal Love. For now the illustrious pri- 
ot haa soner, like the Danite of old, awakes out of sleep, and with S 
at iol infinitely more ease breaks the sevenfold cords with which h 
ra ba the feli monster had bound him; and rising in his might, \ 
ee BG he seizes the ghostly terror, whom he immediately dis. f 
‘ae Se: arms, and gloriously triumphs over him....and resplendent § 
FS in beauty, giorious in holiness, forth walks the Son of God, 
Bia te arrayed in inexpressibie majesty, while all the golden 2 
f meh harps sweetly respond, *“ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, I 
{Has oe atest and be ye lifted up. ye everlasting doors, and the King of ¢ 
ae a aes glory shall come in.” What dire dismay seizes the powers t 
TRE car ee of darkness, when they discover him whom they fondly 
eit bes he thought they had subdued. now rise, decked in robes of 
vat tae a inex pressible glory, and loudly proclaimed, King of kings 
met ee te} anc Lord of lords, the universal sovereign. and ali rational | 
(a beings commanded to do him homage. What anguish fills : 
he ina ay" their wretched hearts, especially when the omnipotent : 
| 1 ee prince, by his authoritative voice, binds them to his trium- 
a : 
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my leave of the church and people, commending them to 
God, and the good word of his grace. 

19th. In company with Brother Nickerson, I rode to 
the centre of Prattsburgh, and preached in the Presbytc- 
rian meeting-house to a solemn assembly. Had an agreea- 
ble interview with Mr. Hotchkins, the Presbyterian minis- 
cer, and tarried the night.with him. 

20th. Rode to Riker’s settlement, having visited a widow 
Sweet, aformer acquaintance, who had latcly buried her 
husband. We found it good to visit the widow and father- 
less in their afflictions. I preached in the evening, and 
found the brethren here, few in number, and ina tried 
state. 

91st. Rode to Naples, and preachedtwo sermons. This 
and the preceding day, has been a barren season to me. 
How little have I felt of that life which becomes a servant 
of God, engaged in so great a work as blowing the gospel 
trumpet. O Lord, quicken me by thy good Spirit! 

22d. We rode to Conhocton. I preached in the after- 
noon. - Here I experienced a refreshing breeze. 

23d...Lorp’s Dar.#The people assembled. I preached 
two sermons, and then administered the Lord’s Supper, for 
the first time, to the little flock in this place. The season 
was solemn; while we could say, 


‘ How sweet and awful is the place, 
With Christ within the doors ; 
While everlasting love-displays 
The choicest of her stores.’’ 


And I have reason to bless God for the comforts of his 
love to my soul thisday. May he feed this little flock : 
like a shepherd, gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom. Here I saw some of the fruits of 
Elder Lawton’s labors. Preached again on Monday even- 
ing. On the 25th, I parted with the brethren here, and 
likewise with dear Brother Nickerson, who had accompa- 
ni¢d me nearly a week. I then rode to Dansville, and 
preached to a large assembly, who came together upan 
Short notice, and their attention was great. 

<6¢h. Rode to Sparta, and preached at Brother Cojlar’s. 

27th. Returned to Dansville, and visited three Baptist 
professors, the only ones liying in this place; they ex- 
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pressed great joy on being visited in their lonely situatio; 
by one of theirownorder. I then rode to Major Jones’, 

28th. I set out for Alfred. The Canisteo river hayino 
tisen by reason of a heavy rain, it was with great difficulty 
that I could proceed on my journey. But through the 
kind interposition of divine Providence, I reached Brother 
Bennet’s, having once narrowly escaped drowning. Here 
[ tarried until the $lst, and was joined by Elder Goff. 

On the morning of the 3tst, a messenger came, and 
requested us to return about ten miles, and attend the fy. 
neral of a man who was drowned the same day that I go 
providentially escaped. It appears that he, with a young 
man in company, attempted to cross his mill-pond ina 
canoe; when in the middle of the pond, the canoe sunk, 
and they were both, by the violence of the stream, carried 
over the dam, and drank death amid the gaping waves, 
The body. of Mr. Green was found the third day, but the 
young man was not found when I left the place. We met 
a large assembly of people. Eider Goff preached from 
these words: “‘ Prefare to meet thy God.”’ I made the 
funeral addresses, and concluded the meeting. The scene 
was most solemn, and the assembly deeply affected. A 
widow aud four little children. are left to mourn the loss. 
In the evening, I preached to a Presbyterian society. 

November ist. We rodete Angelica. I called on Mr. 
Hubbard, the Presbyterian minister, at Judge Vancam- 
pen’s, and pieached In the evening. Next morning, | 
went with Mr. Hubbard, to visit some of his people. The 
opportunity was agreeable. I then rode on through Ca- 
naedcea, where I preached in the evening, and experienced 

he kindness of the people; and came to Nunda. 

Srd. I preached here, and attended a conference with 
the brethren, and found them in a scattered condition 
My heart was pained here, as it has been in other places, 
to see the trials that many Christians are passing through 
for want of some one to go before them as an under shep- 
herd or skilful leader. These people want missionaries 
to visitthem. On the 5th, | came to Perry, tarried two 
days, and preached four times. Missionaries are desiret 
to visit this place. On the 974, came to Middlebury. I 
here found some tokens of the divine approbation, while! 
was enabled to hold forth the word of life. 
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sing duties which are calculated to advance the glory of 
God and promote the happiness of the children of men. 
Lift up your heads, ye saints, and shout aloud ye sons of 
Zion. Let all the joyous passions of the soul awake to 
solemnize the glorious triumph of our adored Saviour. 
Hark! ah hark! listen to the sweet symphonious sounds 
which fill the upper regions....while angels, principalities 
and powers, with the numerous armies of the redeemed 
from the earth, unite their harmonious lays in chanting 
forth in noblest strains, “ Glory to God in the highest, and 
freace on earth.” 

Now see him! O now behold Aim who so late was en- 
tombed In the bowels of the earth, come forth ; that head, 
which was encircled with cruel thorns, now adorned with 
beams of soul-ravishing glory ; that counterance, which 
was pale and emaciated, shining with all the majesty of 
the Godhead. Before him, the darkness of night is dis- 
peiled....the shades retire....death is spoiled of his sting.... 
the prince of darkness, with all his hellish myrmidons, de- 
feated, confounded, abashed, and put to total route, are 
led in chains through the regions of ether, and exposed to 
shame andcontempt In the view of all the celestial armies; 
While the Jubilant host, with their all- glorious leader, di- 
rect their joyful course towards the shining throne of the 
great Sufireme—with sound of trumpet, and loud acclaim, 
the triumphant prince enters the pértals of heaven, and 
appearing before the paternal throne, takes his seat at 


the right hand of the ncient of days. 
AMYNTAS. 


——ay Oe 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Noruiné affords more heartfelt satisfaction to the pious 
soul than to witness the glorious triumphs of sovereign 
grace, exemplified in the conversion of poor apostate sin- 
ners. This produces joy in heaven and on the earth; and 
affords peculiar pleasure, in this day of rebuke, while 

he judgments of God are abroad in the iand, to be able to 
i that the Lord is yet mercifu!, and has not en- 
tirely forsaken his people, but has begun to pour out some 


mercy-drops on Zion’s thirsty hill, 
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484 Baptist Mission in India. 


_A few weeks since, we received the pleasing intelli- 
gence that the Lord had begun an awakening in the towns 
of Green, Smithville, and a part of Oxford, in the county 
of Chenango. it appeared, by the last accounts, that nearly 
one hundred persons, of all ages, from eight to seventy, 
had been baptized since the awakening began.. In He- 
milton, there appears to be an uncoimmon attention to 
preaching, and some have made an open professioa. 
Meetings on the Sabbath. and conferences, are unusually 
full. In Madison and Augusta, there appears.to be an in- 
creasing attention, and a number have been baptised 
From a settlement on the west side of Henilock lake, in 
the town of Livonia, county of Ontario, we hear that the 
Lord is carrying on a good work of his grace. We hope, 
in some future number, to be able to give a more partice- 
Tar account of these pleasing movements. 





SELECTED. 








BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 
Concluded from page 126. 


The aecounts from Cutwa, Lakra-konda, and Jessore, 
dre equally interesting. The schools are said to come on 
well, and the native Missionaries. who are employed there, 
appear to be particularly laborious; and zealous’in preactt- 
ing in the different villages within their reach, and conver- 
sing with the natives; and considerable effect seem to at- 
tend their labours. Oneofihese native preachers, of the 
name of Kreeshnoo, thus wiites to a gentleman in England. 

“ At present God is revealing his mercy to Bengal ina 
most encouraging manner. The class of religious men- 
dicants called Utithis and Muhuntas have lone been in 
search of the true religion, but knew not where to find it; 
but now, on hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, they begin 
to think, *Whatcan we do? How shall we abide in’ the 
commands of thisSaviour :’ Fhey frequently come to see 
us, and inquire more and more respecting the Gospel; 2 
few of them have been baptized. Among these leaders of 
sects, ave Ram-doolala, who issaig te have 100,000 discr- 











Baptist Mission in India. 456 


gles; they have no reverence forthe gods, The name.of 
a second leader is Neela-dasa, who may have five hundred 
disciples. These eat with us; but they say, ‘If Christ 
has died for sinners, then there is no more sin in the world: 
why then doyou go about teaching men that they are sin- 
ners?? Vothis I answer: ‘Ifthe debtor apply not to his 
surety, how can he be set free; and if men .do not believe 
inChrist, how should their sins be taken away?’ Another 
leader is Shiva rama dasa, who has about five thousand 
disciples; for a considerable time back we have been 
preaching to them, and a few have been baptized. A fourth 
leader is Rusa-raja, whose disciples ameunt to about one 
thousand persons: our brethren Chamberlain, and W. 
Carey, jun. have had conversations with this man; and 
some of his disciples have been baptized. A fifth leader 
is Huri-dasa, who has about five hundred disciples, sever- 
al of whom -have been baptized, and there are hopes of the 
leader himself. 

“Ina late journey to Jessore by brother Carapceit and 
myself, we advised the deacons to spread the word through 
the villages around their own dwellings, and send their 
journals to brother Petruse, at Chougacha. They readily 
agreed to this. From Chougacha we went to Koola-ga- 
achee, and remained two day: s, preaching, atid then pro- 
ceeded to Vusi-poora, to the house of Prem-dasa, another 
leader of a sect, who was once under instruction at Seram- 
pore, and then advised some of his disciples to be bapti- 
zed, namely, Shiva-dasa, Doolala-dasa, Duyal-dasa, ané 
Nurot-tuma. After their baptism, Prem-dasa himself 
sought to be baptized, but was refused, asthe woman he 
liv ed with was not his wife. J.ately, however, brother Pe- 
truse has married these two persons, and they have beth 
heen baptized. The people of those parts have been struck 
with astonishment at the conversion of this man; adding, 
‘Our cast must now go ; he whom we regarded as a wise 
Men has embraced this new way; what shall we now do?” 

The Qrissa mission, conducted by Mr. John Peter, of 
Arminian descent, and Krishnadas, a converted native, 
Appears promising. We take a particular interest in this 
misson,and so will doubtless our readers, from its come 
Prehending withia its range the temple of Juggernaut. 
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In February 1812,: Mr. Peter thus writes: “I have the 
pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your liberal supply 
of Ooriya versions of the Scriptures, and you will rejoice 
with me that I have obtained their admittance into the 
very temple of Jugunnat’ha. May their blessed: light 
break through the intense darkness of this heathen land! 
I have distributed them among the principal persons be- 
longing to the temple, and gave one to one of the Purichas, 
or head ministers of the idol. Ido not conceive it at all 
difficult to make a Hindoo believe with the understanding; 
but to do so with the heart, is of God, and net of man, and 
applies as generally to nominai Christians as actual unbe- 
lievers. Many ofthe tracts | have also distributed to the 
pilgrims whom | met on the road to their god”’ 

«“August4. QOnthe 18th of last month Krishna and I 
went to Poorcoha pota, about two miles from this place, 
and preached Jesus from Romans i. 21,22, and 23. It 
being the last day of the festival of Jugunnat’ha, more than 
athousand persons were assembled, and three cars of the 
god were dragged aiong- In the midst of this crowd I 
stood upon a chair and preached the cveriasting Gospel. 
The people, almost to aman, left the cars and surrounded 
me, and heard the word with attention; we sung three 
hymns, preached and prayed twice, and distributed fifteen 
Orissa New Testaments and Psalms, and many tracts. 
One Ooriya was insulted by his countrymen for receiving 
Testament; their deriston, however, made no impression 
on him; he received the book and went his way. Mr. 3B. 
and several military officers and their ladies were present, 
on elephants; Mr. B. sent the day before the festival, to 
inguire whether | would preach to the Ooriyas on this 
occasion.” 

Noy. 4. “I have the pleasure to inform you, that during 
the festival of Doorga, Kcishna and I preached daily on 
the highways, at the doors of the principal worshippers. 
The day the goddess was consizned to the river, I preach- 


éd on the banks to morethan a thousand. The colonel 


and his officers, and Mr. B. were present. A pilgrin, 
about 70 years of age, named Kishora-dasa, on his journey 
to Jugumnat’ha, heard me, and immediately expressed 4 
disapprobation of his wooden Jugunnat’ha, and his app’ 
bation of the Gospel. He has been with us for the last 
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week, and has voluntarily renounced his former connec- 
jons by eating with us. He says that he has long been 
searching for salvation, and was advised to visit Jugun- 
nat’ha; but after hearing the Gospel he gave up all .reli- 


ance on Jugunnat’ha. He isapt tolearn. I have begun. 


teaching him to read Bengalee.”’ 

The following is one out of several instances, which 
have come to the knowledge of the Missionaries, of the 
power of the Gospel, even although the individuals had 
not assumed the profession of Christianity. 

« Brother De Motlo, on his way home, one day, saw 2 
poor Hindoo lying at the door ofa hut, apparently dying, 
and calling loudly on the name of the Lord Jesus. On go- 
ing up to the man, he said that his relations had turned 
him out of doors, sick as he was, because he would not 
call upon Narayuna, Rama, and other gods, but would cail 
on Jesus who had died for him. He had heard Sebukram 
preach, and had received a traci, which he then had with 
him. This poor perishing outcast did not long survive 
the cruelty of his relations ; but we hoje, as another Laz- 
arus, he was conveyed by angels into Abraham’s bosom. 
The existence of the cast requires such great sacrifices, 
that itis highly probable many will be found in that day 
who died in the faith of Jesus, even inthe houses of the 
heathen.” 

On the 20th November, 1812, the number of children 
inthe Benevolent Institution was 318 boys and i07 giris; 
and itis stated, that they were increasing not only in num- 
vers but in knowiedge. 

From Digah, a central situation between Calcutta and 
the Upper Provinces, where a Mission has been estab- 
lished, Mr. Moore, one of the Missionaries writes :— 

“Our native free-school has about forty boys, and I 
hope soon to increase it to one hundred. A worthy young 
friend in the army, who has spent his Sabbaths and spare 
time with us for nearly a year past, gave us fifty rapees 
towards a school-room, which is now building for the na- 
ive children. You would have felt much ‘had you seen 
Vrindavuna yesterday surrounded by the servants of our 


<wo friends W. B. and Lieutenant P. and our own people, 


aod the native scholars, talking to them of the difference 
between his former life as a Viragee, and his present one 
O 
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as a Christian, and of the difference between Hindooism 
and Christianity. J lately sent to Serampore on account 
of a religious murder which I witnessed, and another giv. 
enme by Major K. of a poor woman, whose courage fail. 
ed on the funera] pile, having been bludgeoned to death 
by herown kindred; also of another that he took out of 
the water:” 

- The account of Mr. Moore related to the drowning of 
a leper at Futwa, and is as follows :—‘ On hearing the peo- 
ple belonging to the boat saying that a man was going to 
be drowned, I looked out, and saw.on the bank of the riys 
er the poor creature without fingers er toes, but in.other 
respects apparently healthy. He was eating yery hearti- 
jy, and surrounded by several people, who appeared to 
have conducted him to the spot. The bank being high,] 
could not get out of the boat till we got a considerable dis. 
tance from the place where he sat. As I was running tewards 
the spot, Iheard the people in the boat call.eut ‘ He is drow 
ned! heis drowned !’ His attendants, who appeared te 
be his relations, had assisted him down the bank of the ris 
ver; but whether they pushed him in, or whether he went 
in of his own accord, I cannot tell; but the bank was so 
steep that he could not possibly get out again. He made 
great efforts at first toreach the side, but had be beena 
good swimmer he could not have got out, the stream. was 
so rapid. I saw him struggle much before he sunk to 
rise no more a living man! I endeavoured to impress on 
the people who attended him the heinousness of the crime 
they had perpetrated; but they only smiled at my concer, 
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and said they had merely complied with the wishes of the : 
deceased, who, they added, had neither hands nor feet.’ 

“ The following is the account of Major K.:-—-‘I have és 
known a woman, whose courage failed her on the pile, e) 
bludgeoned by her own dear kindred. This I have told h; 
the author of ‘ The Vindication of the Hindoos.’ I have H 
taken a Gentoo out of the Ganges. I perceived him 4t w 
night, and called out tothe boatmen. ‘Sir, he is gone; Us 
he belongs to God.’ * Yes, but take him up, and God will er 
get him hereafter.’ We got him up at the last gasp. da 
gave him some brandy, and called it physic. ‘O, sir, my hi 
cast is gone!’ +No, it is physic.’ ‘It is notthat, sir: my - 

the 





family will neyer receiye me! Iam an outeast!’. § What 
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for saving your life?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Never mind such a famt- 

29 
: The following extract of a letter from Dr. Marshman, 
dated the 7th of February, 1813, concludes this number 
of the Periodical Accounts = 

“Brother Lawson makes great progress in the lan- 
guage, and is a man of an excellent spirit. He is enga- 

ed in cutting a fount of Chinese types for a dictionary 
of the language, &c. The word of the Lord seems evi- 
dently to grow and multiply among us. Nearly seventy 
have been added in the past year to the church at Seram- 
pore and Calcutta; and the spirit which seems to pervade 
them is peculiarly pleasing. Almost all the brethren at 
Calcutta are endeavouring, in one way or other, to recom- 
mend the Gospel to those around them. This I esteem 
aprecious token for good: The native brethren at Se-" 
rampore, too, are much stirred up to seek the salvation of 
their countrymen. Nearly every one, capable of speak- 
ing, is out on a Lord’s day in the neighboring towns 
and villages. This spirit, you may be certain, we encour- 
age to the utmost. Indeed, the word is spread over such 
an extent of country, that I sometimes stand still and ad- 
mire the hand of God therein. Nearly 500 have been 
baptized in these twelve years, and they are spread over 
an extent of more than 1000 miles in length. ‘Fhe ex- 
tension, during the past year, amidst allour afflice 
tions, has been greater thaninany former year. Fournew 
stations have been occupied, and promise to be effective, 
af which we hed scarcely any idea at the beginning of the 
year; namely, Patna, Columbo, Chittagong, and Bombay. 

“ At Patna, Thonipson is labouring, of whose spirit you 
can form some idea from his journals. At Columbo, broth- 
er Chater has found an abundant entrance for the word. I 
had an affectionate letter from him about a fortnight aga. 
He and sister Chater seem quite happy intheir work, 
which rejoices us. At Chittagong, about 300 miles from 
usin the east of Bengal, and on the border of the Burman 
empire, brother De Bruyn is employed. Within three 
days of his arrival, the Catholic clergyman came to hear 
him, and seeing he had not seats, sent for the benches 
out ofhis church. A few days after, a respectable woman 


there brought twenty to hear him, and offered ‘hima piece 
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of ground on which toerect a placeof worship. At Bon. 
bay, brother Carapeitis arrived. We have received oe 
from him, the spirit breathing in which will cheer yoy 
heart when you get it. Besides the situations of oy 
brethren inthe army, in Mahratta, and Java, and the Isle 
_of France, there are now fourteen stations, and only three 
‘of them occupied by brethren scnt out as Missionarie: 
from England ; namely, Serampore, Digah and Columbo, 
Ali the rest are occupied by men raised up in India, as 
Agra, by Peacock and Mackintosh; Patna,by Thoinpson; 
Dinagepore, by Fernandez ; Goamalty, by De Cruz ; Cut. 
wa, by W.Carey; Jessore, by Petruse ; Dacca, by Corn. 
ish ; Chittagong, by De Bruyn; Orissa, by Peter ; Ran. 
goon, by F. Carey and Kerr; and Bombay, by Carapeit 
Chator, Aratoon. O for the dewsof heaven to water these 
little hills of Zion ! O that the Lord may bless us indeed, 
and enlarge our coast ; that his hand may be with us ; and 
that he may keep us from evil, that it may not grieve us)” 
Weare much concerned to perceive, in the pamphlet 
hefare us, symptoms of a disposition on the part of ow 
Indian Government and its servanis to harass the B4fission- 
aries, and interrupt their labors. We trust, however 






























that, as soon as the mind of the British parliament on | 
this subject shall be known in India, a different tone will 
be given to the proceedings of the public functionaries. 
We are disposed, also, to hope for much from the known 
liberality of Earl Moira, the present Governor-General, 
and from his marked desire to promote the diffusion of the ' 
Scriptures and of general knowledge, as it has been evi: ‘ 
ced by the cordial support he was accustomed to yield te 
all institutions formed for that object. ai 
Lord Minto commenced his government in India by in R 
terdicting the public preaching of the Missionaries (at ta 
interdiction which afiera time was relaxed;) he has clo fo 
sed it by a proceeding still more arbitrary and vexatious. ér 


The following extract of a lettet from Dr.Carey, dated Da 
March 25,1813, will explain its nature. | 

‘7 sit down to write witha mind so disturbed wit 
different kinds of feelings, that I scarcely know how to 
express them. Last year we had to mourn overa mos 
heavy calamity by fire, which we suffered inthis month. 
This year we had set apart a time at the expiration of 
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months to review the dealings of God with us since that 
calamitous event; when the very day before our meeting, 
we received letters from government, ordering our breth- 
ren, Robinson, Johns, and Lawson hometo England. I 
can assign no reason for this measure: certainly nothing 
on the part of our brethren, has been or can be alleged as 
areason. Indeed the sweeping clause of the Charter, 
which requires all Europeans not inthe service of the 
King or Company to be sent to England, is the alledged 
reason. It is an imperious duty of all who fove the Lora 
Jesus, to labor in all proper ways with the Legislature to 
obtain leave for Missionaries to settle in India, and to 
travel from place to place, or to settle in any of the provin- 
ces, without control, unless they are guilty of civil crimes 
or misdemeanors.” 

It appears that on the arrival of Messrs. Johns and 
Lawson, who had gone out by way of America, previous 
application to Government having been made on their be- 
half, they were allowed to continue in the country till the 
will of the Directors sheuld be known ;* and on the 
ground of this allowance, Mr. Johns was appointed, by 


the Governor-General in Council, Acting Surgeon of 


Seran:pore,and Mr. Lawson was permitted to reside at the 
Mission-house, where he assisted inthe improvement af 
the Chinese types. 

In January last letters passed between the Public Sec- 
retary and Dr. Marshman., the result of which was an ac- 
knowledgment on the part of the latter, that the Missiona- 
rles Came out without leave of the Directors. 

Qn the 12th of March the Missionaries receiveda com- 
munication from the Public Secretary,in the name of the 
Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, con- 
taining-a letter to Dr. Marshman, reques' ing him to in- 
form Messrs. Johns, Lawson and Robinson, that they were 
ordered to return to Europe by the fleet then under dis- 
patch, and a letter addressed by the Public Secretary to 
fachofthen:. to the same purport. This was succeeded the 
Same day byanordcr from the Police Magistrate at Calcut- 


_&, to each of them requiring the m to appear before him the 


* ’ . _ d. . 

There had not been time to learn the will of thy Directors : so 
Lat this engagement Was violated by Governneni, which appesis 
crefore to have committed a breach of good taith. 
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next day. This Mr. Lawson did, accompanied by Dr, 
M.; when the Magistrate insisted on Mr. Lawson’s 
Signing an engagement positively to embark onboard one 
of the two ships then underdespatch. Dr. M. alledged. 
that they had not been made acquainted with the order 24 
hours, and that they had not been able as yet to make any 
arrangement respecting either themselves or their infant 
families ; and, further, that it was their intention to make 
a respectful application to Government on the subject; 
and though they would cheerfully sign a promise to com. 
ply with the will of Government, it yet seemed pecullar- 
ly hard tocompel them to sign an engagement, which, 
when sent in to government, might tend to lessen the ef. 
fectef asubsequent application. It would make them 
appear inconsistent, to be praying for relief from an or- 
der which they had solemniv pledged themselves to per- 
form. This, however, hadno effect on the magistrate, 
who on Mr. Lawton’s hesitating to sign the engagement, 
immediately committed him ts custody, and sent him un. 
der an escort efseapoys to prison,where he continued some 
hours,till, on Dr. M’s having appiied to the Public Secreta 
ry, an order was immediately sent tothe Police Magistrate 
to release him. He was, however, required to appear 
again before the Police Magistrate, which he did, and 
signed a promise to obey the orders of Government. A 
similar erder was sent to Mr. Johns, which he also sign- 
ed. Mr. Robinson was gone to Java a few days: before 
the order was issued. 

The Missionaries, though with but little hope of suc 
cess, resolved to petition the Governor-General. The 
Commissioner for Serampore also undertook.to lay Mr. 
Johns’ case before his Lordship. It being represented 
to the Governor-General that Mr. Lawson had begun 4 
fount of Chinese types, which was not completed, this 
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plea operated in his favour; but no-attention was paid to Ss 
the applications on the part of Mr. Johns. On the col é 
trary, an order for his return was peremptorily confirmed, 

a 


and he was given to understand, that if he did not immed 
ately take his passage, he would be apprehended, and cat 
ried on beaml the ship. The Public Secretary also said 
that Mr. Raiinson would be sent home from Java. 

On the 29th of March, after being solemnly commendet 


Baptist Mission in India. 163 


to God, and to the Christian sympathy of their brethren in 
England, Mr. and Mrs. Johns, with their little one, took 
leave of the brethren at Serampore, and went down to the 
ship the next day. They have si:ce arrived in England. 

Dr. Carey adds as follows:: 

« The state of India, as to. religion, is widely different to 
what it was twenty years ago. Then a Christian could 
scarcely be found; now you can scarcely go any where 
without meeting with some, either Europeans or natives. 
The greatest number of these in the provinces, however, 
are destitute of the means of grace, unless a native or 
country-born minister visit them. There is a general 
spirit of inquiry about the Gospel all over the country ; 
and this inquiry increases more and more. Five natives 
of high. cast, not far from Serampore, have lately been 
baptized, who have been brought to a knowledge of the 
truth without any communication with us. They met 
with Bibles and tracts, and God wrought by them. These 
men had begun to sanctify the sabbath, and meet for chris- 
tian worship, before we knew them. They have boldly 
owned the Saviour, and meet the persecutions of their 
idolatrous relations like Christians. They say there are 
nearly a hundred who are only detained from publicly ac- 
knowledging Christ by family opposition, and who it is 
hoped will be enabled to make a profession in due time. 
The cause of our Redeemer does prosper gloriously. His 
word is gone forth, and is still going forth; and great as 
our troubles are, E cannot avoid thinkiag this, afier all, a 
time of the triumphs of Divine Mercy. 

“ My son. Felix lately returned to Rangoon, with Nor- 
man Kerr, his.colleague. All other Europeans have leit 


the country on account of the oppressions of the Burman 


government ; but Felix says their prospects were never 
brighter. We are new going jorward in printing the 
Scriptures. to a greater extent ‘than ever. Thirteen ver- 
sions are in the press; and three more are expected to 
follow soon, The Church at Calcutta is become large, 
and still increases.” 
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EXTRACT FROM THE REY. MR. KOHLOFF’S LETTEz, 


In the Appendix to the first annual report of the Calcutts 
Auxiliary Bible Society, a very interesting letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Kohioff, missionary on the Coromande} 
coast, is published. The design of the writer was to re. 
turn thanks for the Bibles, which had been received 
from the friends of religion in Bengal, and to exhibit 
the great need of Bibles, in which numbers of native 
Christians still remained: The following extract con 
tains the applications of several individuals to Mr Koh. 
loff for the word of God. 


1. Samuel Njanaferagasam says, he considers the word 
of God as shewing unto men the way of salvation, calling 
them to eternal life, and adorning them with the robes of . 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ ; he therefore craves a 
Bible, and thanks Ged for his mercy to this peor man, 
who has put it into the hearts of the Bibie Society at Cal 
@utta to bestow the book: 

2. Njanafperagasam Mutter, School-master, is very de 
sirous of reading the Old Testament, wishes to keep every 
word of God in his heart, in order to get rest to his soul; 
says he is too poor to buy, but if it be given to him he will 
never sell it under any necessity whatever, but will read it 
day and night. 

3. Zwariay requests the Holy Scriptures, as being ne- 
cessary for the salvation of her own soul,-.and the souls of 
her household and people, and renders 2 thousand thanks 
to God. and to the honorable Society at Calcutta. 

4, Wedamutter, Catechist, says the Old and New Tes 
tament, which a merciful God has granted by his divine 
servants through the incitement of the Hely Ghost, are 
living words; but he has never had them his own pre 
perty ; several times he has borrowed them fiom other 
people that he might have the comfor' of reading them, 
being unable to purchase them. Now th: merciful God, 
having illuminated the hearts of the Bible Society to piace 
the Scriptures for charity without price, he prays to God 
for the Society on account of this beneficial act, and to Mr 
Kohloff to get for. him the heayenly blessing. 
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5, Dewopiirayer Njonamutter says the divine word is 
more precious than riches, gold, silver or gems; but he 
has never had the book which shows the good way; asks 
for a New Testament, which he will hold as a lamp to his 
feet and a light to his path all the days of his life, and will 
read and study it, and walk according to the manner which 
it directs. 

6. Vjanamuiter Arulofen, Catechist, represents, that 
when his father was a Catechist, he received from the Rev. 
Mr. Swartz a Bible, but his house being afterwards burnt 
down, it was lost; therefore requests to be favored withan 
Old and New Testament. 

7, Pakyanaden Arulofen says the Holy Scriptures awa- 
ken every one to piety and good works; he is athirst for 
them. On receiving them he shal] pray the Lord God to 
bless the Society according to his promise in the words of 
his prophet Daniel xii. 3, “.They that be wise shall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” 

8. Rayafien Sandapen, Assistant Catechist, says, thro’ 
the paternal compassion cf Mr. Kohlef, he has been placed 
inthe vineyard which the living God has planted in this 
country; but can a vine, without pouring water upon it, 
grow in a flourishing manner, so as to give ripened fruits ! 
it is impossible; therefore the petitioner thirsteth very 
much for the spiritual waters of the Holy Bible so very 
needful for salvation, and he prays for all heavenly bles- 
sings on the honorable Bible Saciety. 

9. Murianen represents that being at present in Popery, 
or a Roman Catholic, he cannot get from his own Romish 
minister a New Testament, which was appointed by. the 
Saviour Jesus Christ for his salvation. He therefore peti- 
tions fora New Testament for tosave his soul, and he pro- 
mises to use it for that purpose, and will take the utmost 
care of it. 

10. The Address of 75 children of the Free School of 
Kanandagudi. After thankful acknowledgments for the 
benefits derived from the institution, they add: Moreo- 
ver, worthy Father, your petitioners are much rejoiced by 
the benevolence of the gentlemen of the Calcutta Bible 
Society, who have granted them the ripened spiritual 
iruits, namely, six Old Testaments, and five books, each 
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containing the Four Gospels. These books they will use 
as the weapons of the Saviour for the destruction of Sa. 
tan’s kingdom; and they pray that Ged may fulfil the pro- 
mise which he has made in the Gospel to these charitable 
gentlemen, viz. “* Whosoever shall give to drink unto one 
of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of 
a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose 
his reward.”’ 


ee eS ee 
EXPOSITION OF 1 CORINTHIANS XV. 26;- 


“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 
1 Cor. xv. 26; 


_ To understand this passage, we must know in what sense 
the word deathis here used. Death is commonly used in 
the scriptures to signify one or the other of these three 
things: 1. A cessation of animal life, which we term za- 
tural death: 2. It is used as synonymous With sin, Rom. 
vil. 24, and elsewhere. This we call sfiritual death: 3. 
Death is used to signify any misery, whether it be endured 
in the present or future state. Present evil is called death, 
Exod. x. 17. Future misery is called death, Rom. vi. 23. 
This, when it respects the future world, is termed eternal 
death. Now if we can understand in which of these senses 
the word death is uséd in the passage under consideratioi, 
it will probably not be difficult to understand the meaning 
ofthe whole passage. 

As this is not a detached passage, like a proverb, but 
stands in the midst of a chapter, which is all of it a con- 
nected chain of reasoning, on one particular doctrine of 
the Christian religion, the meaning of the word. death may 
probably be learned from the context. The words death, 
die and dead are used more than twenty times in this chap- 
ter besides in the verse now before us ; and in every one‘of 
these other places, marura/ death, or the death of the body 


is most evidently intended. Christ died for our sins, ver. » 


3. Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, 
how say some among you, that there is no resurrection of 
the dead ; but if there be no resurrection of the degd, &% 
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yer. 12) 13, itis evident that Christ’s resurrection from the 
jead, means, from among those who were literally dead, 


;,e. froma state of natural death. It is also evident, that. 


the word dead, which occurs twice more in the 12th and 
13th verses, intends those who are intheir graves. Inthe 
i5th, 6th, 20th, 21st and 22d verses, the words dead, death 
and die are most evidently used in exactly the saine sense 
as before ; the same subject is continued. These, I be- 
lieve, are ail the places where death 1s spoken of in this 
chapter, until we come to the text under consideration. 
This we will pass for the present, and try to find how the 
word is used in the rest of the chapter. Inthe 29th verse, 
the word dead occurs three times, and though the sense 
of this verse is rather obscure, yet the meaning of dead is 
pretty clearly determined by this clause, “ If the dead rise 
not.” The apostle, in the 3lst verse, says, ‘I die daily.” 
[hough die here does not mean the actual cessation of 
naturat life, still he has his eye upon natural death, and 
would be understood to say, that in standing for the de- 
fence of the gospel, I do, as it were, undergo a kind of 
daily dying-—I am beaten, 1 am imprisoned, I am stoned, 
Jam called to fight with beasts. Die here does not mean 
spiritual dying, nor future misery. The reader will find 
the word die, or death, or dead, occur in the 32, 35, 36, 42, 
52,54, 55 and 56th verses. And I am persuaded that a 
mere glance of the eye on these verses will convince him 
that they refer to the death of the body, and that alone. 

It is very evident that natural death is intended, by the 
way in which it is connected with the grave, ver. 55,O 
death where is thy sting ? O grave where is thy victory ? 
Now we know that the death, which prepares us to be 
lodged in the grave, is the death of the body. If the word 
death is used in the same sense through this chapter (as 
it manifestly is) the 56th verse makes it clear that it is 
Not sin or spiritual death which is intended ; for here it is 
said, “* The sting of death is sin.” Sin, we know, is the 
thing which makes us afraid.to die. If death in this pas- 
sage be used synomymously with sin, it would make ne 
Sense at all. 

Can it now remain a doubt in our minds what is the 
‘tue meaning of the word death, in the passage before us? 
it would bé strange indeed, if the apostle should in the 
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middle of such a connected discourse, where he has occa. 


sion to use this word so frequently, make use of it in quite 


a different sense, without giving us any intimation of it, 
or any thing whereby we could find out that he had used 
it differently from what he did in the rest of the discourse, 
When the apostle deciares, “ the last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death,” he means that kind of death which 
has dominion over the bodies of the saints, and now hold; 
them prisoners in the grave, which is his prison-house, 
Death is personified, 1. e. treated of as though a living 
person. Itis addressed, ver. 55,as though it were a per 
son; *O death where is thy sting ?”’ It is here called a 
enemy. But why? Is not death put in the list of the 
Christian’s privileges? 1 Cor. ili. 22. And did not this 
saine apostle, at another time, say, “ to die is gain?” | 
is true. that a Christian is far happier after death than ke 
iS In this sinning world; but he is not so happy now ashe 
will be at the resurrection of the just, when his body wil 
be raised up all refined, and will appear glorious, like 
Christ’s body. The prophets and aposties and saints 
who are in heaven, are now perfectly holy, but the resu 
rection will greatly advance them jn glory and blesset 
ness. Death is therefore considered as their enemy, be 
cause it keeps them, at present, from their most periee 
and happy state. : fot 
Why is death called the /ast enemy? Because all other 
enemies of God’s people are overcome before this. Tht 
conquest of sin is begun in regeneration, carried only 
sanctification, and completed at the moment of deatl 
when the soul is separated from the body  Spititu 
death in the samts is conquered, when natural death con 
guers them. Then the world and the devil are forevtl 
vanquished. There is nothing now remains to interrup) 
their most perfect blessedness, except the dominion whit 
death has over their bodies. This, then, must be the /a@ 
enemy, since they have long before gotten the victory ov! 
every other foe. It being called the last enemy, is enoug 
to determine what kind of death is meant. Eternal deal 
God’s children never suffer ; spiritual death they are cof 
pletely delivered from (that is, most of them) long befor 
the day of judgment; but natural death, like a might} 
conqueror, mows them all down, and imprisons their be 
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dies in the grave. But-in the morning of the resurrec- 


“4: ion, when the trump of God shall sound, this mighty con- 
oi queror will be conquered—at once, in the twinkling of an 
a eye, he must resign all his -prisoners, without a hope of 
sed ever regaining them: for then shall be brought to pass the 
oe saying that is written, Death is swaliowed up in victory. 

al After the resurrection and the day of judgment, the 
ich church of Christ will be in its triumphant state; placed 
om out of the reach of all its enemies. Though devils remain, 
SMM and will always retain their sinful temper, still they cannot 
mb molest the children of God ;- for they will be confined to 
oR their prison; where also wicked men will be bound hand 
a and foot, unable any more to give vent to their malice, so 
in as to distress the lambs of Christ. The time, when this 


last enemy is to be destroyed, is manifestiy the day of 
judgment, Christ’s second coming—~see ver. 25, *¢ After- 
ward they that are Christ’s at Ais coming.” This is the 
time when the last enemy is to be destroyed. 

This passage being, as | hope, fairly and intelligibly 
explained, I shall be borne with, if I add several remarks, 
which are suggested by the foregonig explanation. 

Remark 3}. The only way in which this text ever came 
to be pressed into the service of the Universalists is the 
wisapprehending the meaning of the word death, They 
have considered it as signifying either sin, (spiritual death) 
or future misery, which is caHed eternal death. If death 
inthis passage does not mean either of these, then I do 
not see how this text helps theirceuse. We believe ina 
universal destruction of natural death, and yet we believe 
that some will awake to shame and everlasting contempt. 
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vei b&my death, has arisen, 1s not by comparing the text with 


the context, and this is a very fruitful source of mistakes. 
If we compare this text with the chapter, it fixes the 
meaning of death, beyond a doubt, to be natural death. 
But when a favorite poiut is to be established, then a mere 
Word or sound is catched at, Without honestly seeking for 
itstrue meaning. It is well known that language is so 
barren, that words, not only of the same sound, but writ- 
ten with the same letters, are made use of to signify quite 
different thin gs. In general, there is not much difficulty 
to determine in what sense any accurate speaker or wri- 
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ter uses his words, if we will but carefully attend to a2; 
that he speaks or writes, and take it in connexion. It is 
probable that when Christ said, “* Destroy this temple and 
in three days I will raise it up again,” he pointed ‘to his . 
body, or introduced the words in such a connexion, that 
those who candidly attended, might have understood him 
to mean not Solomon’s tempie, but the temple of his body, 
The words all, whole, &c. are sometimes evidently used 
in a limited sense. Itis always candid to attend to the 
scope of an author, to determine in what sense he uses 
words. By not attending to this, we shall often do the 
greatest injustice te an author. I donot know that Dr, 
Watts was ever considered as a universalist ; yet one dis- 
posed to be uneandid, and to catch at a word, might infer 
his favoring such sentiments from reading this verse in 
one of his psalms: 


* Cheerful they walk with growing strength, 
* Till all shall meet in heaven at length; 

* Till all before thy face appear, 

«* And join in nobler worship there.” 


Dou you not sée, might this uncandid person say, de 
you not see that Dr. Watts held to a general restoration! 
Has he not, in one stanza, twice expressed this sentiment 
as plain as language could do it? Has he not satd @// will 
appear before God's face,and that @/? will appear in heaven 
at length? This appears plausible—this looks a good deal 
like proving Dr. Watts a universalist ; but by only casting 
our eye back on the preceding stanza, we can see that Dr. 
Watts may still hold concerning the way of the wicked— 


« And down it leads to endless pain :* 


for there we find something to limit ai in the stanzé 
quoted. 


** Blest are the men whose hearts are set 

* To fiad the way to Zion’s gate; 

* God is their strength, and through the roa@, 
®* They lean upon their helper God.” 
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When in the next verse, he comes to speak of a// meet- 

ing in heaven at length, it is perfectly easy, if we will ex- 
ercise a grain of candor, to understand that he means all 
those men whose hearts are set to find the way to Zion’s 
gate. 
Such want of candor they are guilty of, whe would at- 
tempt to prove from 1 Cor. iv. 5, **And then shall every 
man have praise of God,” that every man living will meet 
the approbation of his Judge. The connexion leads us 
to this idea, that all who are Christ’s, who build on this 
foundation, Will be rewarded of God, let men say and think 
as they will of them. 

Remark 3. With this subject before us, I would remark 
upon what is sometimes said concerning certain errors, 
Jhat though they do not believe them to be true, yet they 
acknowledge their advocates have a good deal of scrip- 
ture on their side. This isas much as to say, either that 
the Bible is not the word of God, or that the God of truth 
bears witness on both sides, in favor of the truth and also 
in favor of error, which is opposite. If God be true, and 
the Bible his book, we may rest assured there is not a sin- 
ele word in it in favor of anerror. ‘The testiniony of the 
Holy One is ali on one side, and that the side of truth and 
holiness. Therefore, let one say, | beHeve that is not a 
true doctrine, but there is a good deal of scripture in favor 
olit, There may be a good deal of scripture which is 
brought to prove an untruth; but let it be scanned, and it 
will not bear the light: let it be examined In its con- 
nexion, like the passage just now explained, and it will be 
seen, that its advocates have made it speak something. 
which God never designed. 

This 15th chapter of Corinthians is considered as con- 
taining much which favors universalism ; but there is no- 
thine which really favors it, only let the true design of the 
aposile be looked at. The 22d verse of this chapter is 
one of the most noted texts which the universalists bring 
t9 support their sentiment. ‘These are the words; “ For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” Since this passage is introduced, suffer me to 
observe, 1. ‘That die here means natural death ; and of 
Course, made alive, which is its opposite, means the literal 
Tesurrection. In the verse which immediately precedes 
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this, it is said; “for since by man came death, by may 
came also the resurrection of the dead.’” And it is evi. 
dent that “ made alive,” in this verse, means the same as 
resurrection of the dead ia the preceding one. The verse 
which follows, also determines the time when they who 
are in Christ are to be made alive, viz. at Christ’s coming, 
The saints are regenerated and sanctified, and in this 
sense made alive before Christ comes to judgment. Be. 
sides, we notice that Christ himself is the Arst fruits of 
this being made alive spoken of by the apostle. Christ 
never rose from the death of sin; but it was. necessa 
that he should suffer, and that he should be the first that 
should rise frem the dead. And-the whole scope of the 
chapter is manifestly to prove a literal resurrection. We 
all believe in a universal resurrection, both of the just and 
of the unjust; a resurrection to life and a resurrection to 
damnation. But we would observe, 2. Fhat if we take 
this verse in connexion with the context, it is evident that 
the resurrection of dSelievers alone is spoken of. Let us 
look at the passage which goes before and follows after 
this noted text: Ver. 18, Then they which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished: Ver. 19, If in this life only 
we have hepe in Christ, we (i. e. we Christians) are of all 
inen most miserable: Ver. 23, But every man in his own 
order; Christ the first fruits, afterward they tAat are 
Christ’?sat his coming. The verses before and after, seem 
to determine this to be the meaning of the 22dverse. As 
in Adam, ali his children become mortal and die; so* 
Christ all his believing children will be raised up at the 
last day. “ They that are Christ’s,” in the next verse,.is 
evidently designed to limit the ad/, of whom itis here said 
that they shall be made alive. If we will but use a little 
patience in the examination of a difficult text, and a little 
candor, we shall commonly be able to see that the scrip- 
ture is all consistent with itself—that it is not that hous¢ 
divided against itself, which cannot stand. May God guide 
our minds into the knowledge of the truth, and establish 
our hearts in the love of it, that we may not be gtven UP 
to believe a lie, and so be damned, because we receives 
not the Joye of the truth, that we might be saved. 
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SUNDAY SICKNESS } 


*a, AN ENQUIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF A DISEASE OF 
THE TYPHUS KIND....WHICH, THOUGH OF LONG STANDING AND 
GENERAL PREVALENCE, HAS NEVER BEEN NOTICED BY ANY| ME= 
pICAL WRITER. 


Principiis obsta.. Sero medicina paratur. 
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. Orin. 


eee 


Resist disease betimes, if you would see 
Your health the same as orice it us’d to be ; 
Too late we at last call for med’cine’s aid. 
Our pow’rs, by long affliction, all decay’d. 


Doctor Easy, amongst other papers, haggiven me one 
containing the particulars of the disease which is repre- 
sented by the patients as a natural, but which, he thinks, 
bears the symptoms of amoral disorde:. I shall give his 
history of it in the present number. 

There is a disease, at this time, too prevalent in our 
neighborhood, an account of which is not to be found in 
our popular books of medicine ; I shall, therefore, endea» 
yor to communicate somé particulars respecting it. 

The disease, to which I refer, is evidently of the inter- 
mitting kind ; and in all cases that have fallen under my 
notice, has attacked the patients by violent paroxysms 
which return every seventh day. It may be thought te sa- 
vor of superstition to mention it, and yet it is a fact, and 
therefore must not be passed over, that, these paroxysms 
return only on the Lord’s day, on which account the dis- 
ease is called the Sunday sickness; and the faculty know 
it by no other name than Dici Dominici Morbus. On ac- 
count of its periodical attacks, some have thought it to be 
a singular kind of ague, especiaily, as it is attended with 
a great degree of coldness, though I do not perceive the 
Symptoms of shivering which are usual in that complaint. 

I have observed the paroxysms commence at different 
periods, but generally in the morning of the Lord’s day, 
aid in many cases it seizes the patient before he has left 
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his bed, and makes him indisposed to rise till a later hour 
than usual. A coldness has first been noticed about the 
region of the heart; anda duliness in the head, which stu- 
peties the brain, not unusually succeeds; this is followed 
by yawning, and a sort of lethargy. The patient is, some. 
times, deprived of the use of his limbs, especially the legs 
and the fcet, so that he finds himself indisposed to walk 
to the house of God. Some, indeed, have gone up to the 
solemn assembly; but they have generally entered it later 
than their neighbors; and even there the paroxysms have 
seized them, and the symptoms of yawnings and lethargy 
have been so violent, that they have fallen into a dead 
sleep, even when the preacher has been delivering the 
Inost solemn truths in the most animated manner; and 
others have been extremely uneasy in their confinement 
during the time of service, though they have been known 
to sit, very contentedly, in a playhouse, for several hours 
together. | , 

This disease appears to stupefy these who are subject 
to.it, so that, however they may appear to suffer, they are 
seldom, if ever, hoard to complain. I have known persons 
under other diseases mourn on account of their confine- 
ment from public worship; but the victims of this extra- 
ordinary disorder were never heard to exclaim, “ My 
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart, and my flesh crieth out. for the living God; 
when shall { come and appear before God ?” 

I was at first greatly surprised, after hearing that a pa- 
tient could not get.to public worship, to find her the next 
day as active as if she had not been subject to any kind of 
indisposition ; but 1] have since found.it very common, after 
the paroxysms are removed, for the patient to appear per- 
fectly well till the approach of the next Sabbath ; though 
most of the faculty agree that there is a low feverish heat 
to be perceived during the days of interval, which is called 
febris mundi ; or the worldly fever. There seems also to 
be a loss of appetite for savory food, and an entire want of 
relish for fanis vite, which it is thought might be of ser- 
vice to remove their disease, as a very skilful and expe. 
rienced person asserted that “ it was more to him than bis 
necessary food,” and another has recommended it as pe 
culiarly acrevable to the taste, * sweeter tham honey orthe 
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honey-comb.” One circumstance | had almost forgotten, 
namely, that those who have not laid aside all attention to 
the form of religion, if they are subject to the Sunday 
sickness, generally feel somewhat chill and listless about 
the hours of secret retirement and family. devotion.. 

From some symptoms in the families where this disease 
has made its appearance, there is reason to fear that it is 
contagious. if 1 am not strangely mistaken, some chil- 
dren have received the infection from.their parents ; and 
| expect.every week to see it more prevaleut in the vici- 
nity of a great family who are dreadfully under the power 
of the disorder. The symptoms of yawning are evident in 
some, and of lethargy in others, who are not yet so far gone 
as to be kept from public worship. | 

I was willing to hope the Sunday sickness was a new 
complaint, and peculiar to these parts; but it seems there 


are but few places where the malady.has not reached ; and 
weariness of the Sabbath appears to have been a raging. 


disorder among the Jews in the times of their common- 
wealth ;. though it 1s to be feared it. never was more pre- 
valent and contagious than at present; and I am sorry to 
say its prevalence is not a little owing to the late attempts 
of » gentleman to prove that its effects are not to be 
dreaded, ‘ 

In searching for the causes of these symptoms, I have 
met with considerable difficulty ; but.am now convinced, 
ilter the closest investigation, that they are generally 
brought on. by excessive indulgence, and feeding without 
reserve on the sour fruits of the flesh, and the windy diet 
of the world. Persons who sit for many hours together in 
close reoms, with vain and carnal companions, are pecu- 
liarly liable to the malady ; and I have observed that a 
neglect of family and social religion on working days; a 
great delight in cards and other games; a frequent atten- 
dance upon balls, drinking clubs and stage plays, are its 
common forerunners. 

Iam desirous that these particulars should be laid be- 
fore the public, that they may serve to caution some per- 
sons of their danger, and that the skilful may be excited to 
seek out a remedy for the disease... Some. have thought 
that the complaint is a moral rather than a natural one ; 
itis, howeyer, argued on the other side, that the patients 
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generally complain of a natural indisposition. “What is ts 


bedone? It is high time that physicians or divines showld. 


‘attend to the malady. 1 have sometimes thought of pre: 
scribing draughts and bolusses to: those who have t0ld me 
that they could not come to church, or not come ‘in time, 
or not keep awake while they were there ; but when Phaye 
found them well, and active in their business, I have decii. 
ned it for fear it should seem like forcing medicines. Haq 
I been sure that woridiy business or pleasure hat) detained 
them, I should have reconimended the clergyman to a. 
tend to their case ; but when they talk of their infirmities 
anid indispositions, I do not know how he could address 
them. Perhaps it is netessary to hold a consultation of 
physicians and divines, that it may be determined to-whom 
the patients belong, and whether the complaint ts seated 
in the body or in the soul. , 


—ea_  tae-- 


EXTRAORDINARY CONVERSION OF A DEIST. 


f€opied from the Georgia Analytical Repository, conducted: ly 
_ Rev. Mr. Holcombe. ] pt | 


Amronc the many instances of the triumphant power of 
the gospel which have occurred in the now spreading re 
vival of religion, the conversion of Dr. Porterdeserves 
particular notice. This remarkable instance of the display 
of free and sovereign grace, took place at a meeting which 
began on Friday, the 27th of March, 1802, at New Provi- 
dence church, in Mecklenburgh county, North Carolina 
The account was taken from his own mouth,: four weeks 
after his conversion, by an intelligent and respectable ge- 
tlemian of Charleston, South Carolina. The following !s 
the doctor’s wonderful narrative: 

I was nearly a confirmed deist ; and though religiously 
educated, despised religion. At the great meeting 
Mecklenburgh, I had the curiosity to attend. For nearly 
feur days I continued on the ground, though often deter 
mined to leave it, without feeling any unusual Impression, 
except what was occasioned by the cries of the distressed} 
and though I sometimes prayed to be religiously impres: 
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ged, Inever felt more careless and hardened in my life. 
On Monday evening, while I was sitting in Mr. M’Rea’s 
tent, reflecting on the strength of my body, and the happy 
state of my mind, notwithstanding the fatigue and want of 
yest | had undergone, I was suddenly struck with an unu- 
sual sensation in the pit of iny stomach, which, ina short 
time, pervaded my chestingeneral. I felt no pain; but 
apprehended immediate death. _ I endeavored to retnove 
the impression by walking ; but In vain. 

Having returned to the tent, the sensation pervaded my 
whole body ; and convulsions and involuntary gnashing of 
teeth ensued. Soon however, these ceased ; andl be- 
came as one dead, being unable to move. While in 
this state, which I suppose was about two hours, I expe- 
rienced a dreadful gloom, and confused horrors of mind, 
This resemblance of death was succeeded by other covul- 
sions ; and I again fell quiet, and, until near morning, ex- 
perienced more dreadtul horrors, which increased as my 
bodily strength returned. When the exercise of my bod- 
ily organs was tolerably recovered, my horrors ceased, 
without my being able to assign the particular cause of 
their removal. I first asked myself, how I could possibly 
become religious, and exhort, as others were doing ? A 
plan toavoid professing religion was immediately sugges- 
ted; which was, to attribute all I had felt to fits, and say I 
had been subject tothem before; but this I at once de- 
tected and discarded, asa suggestion of the devil; and 
resolved to love God, and profess the religionof Jesus 
Christ, be the consequences what they mizht. 

I then began to enquire what could be the cause of those 
new and sudden resolutions; for to me, it appeared 
scarcely possible that I, who had been one of the most 
abandoned sinners, could experience a change of heart 
without being more dreadfully humbled for my sins. I 
then, indeed, saw that they were great, and of a most ag- 
gtavated kind, having been committed against much light 
aid goodness; and though I could not feel humbled for 
them as [ wished, andasI knew I oughttobe; the glory, 


, Wisdom, justice, grace, and condescension of God, as dis- 


played in the device of salvation through a mediator, broke 
» upon my mind. My soul was filled with admiration at 
tae fullness and freeness of his grace in Christ, My heart 
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478 oVarrative. 


acquiesced in this glorious method of salvation, and wa 
drawn out in love to the holy and blessed Jesus. Neve 
before did FE know any thing of true joy ; but, notwithstand. 
ing all I have felt, Iam often jealous of my heart, and ex. 
amine my exercises with careful attcntion, comparing 
them with the word of God. and religious experiences re. 
corded in other books; and, if 1am not greatly deceived, 
I can freely renounce all that is most dear to me in the 
world for Christ and his religion. 

It is sometimes suggested to my mind that the whole 
may bea delusion; but, glory toGod! If it should even 
be so, itis an incomparably sweet one. “Not mighty 
men that share the spoil, have joys compared to mine.” 

O hew delightful to contemplate the character of the 
great Jehovah, and his infinite love to sinners, through his 
dear Son ! May God enable me to persevere! | desire t 
thank him; I have been enabied to-day, at court, to silence 
near a dozen of my old deistical companions. My case 
evaded all their objections ; and they appeared to be struck 
with solemnity and alarm, their leader having fallen. 


——ow st jie 
mm. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE NARRATIVE OF THE CONYVER- 
SION OF TWO PERSONS 5 
Published in the 3d number of the Vehicle, page 134. 

Arter the publication of this. Narrative, it was showd 
fo the lady who is the principal subject of it, in presence 
of her mother. On beginning to read, she was presently 
struck with surprise at the similarity of circumstances and 
events there related, to those (which she never could ior 
get) she herself had been so remarkably carried through 
She had not proceeded far, however, before, being col 
vinced that the case there described was her own, she ac 
knowledged the justness of the relation. 

The mother then added, that when her daughter had, 
before this, been to N , she had never felt any peculia 
anxiety for her safety. But on this morning, the daught® 
having set off very early, an unusual solicitude for he 
soon took possession.of the heart of the mother. Shet 
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fected that she had no special reason to feel anxious for 


Pas ya ts A 
be her daughter at this time, rather than on former similar 
a, gg occasions. The reflection, nevertheless, afferded no relief 
to her tender, uneasy heart. 


% Some time in the forenoon, her uneasiness rose to such 
© ° . . 
5 a degree, that it carried her to hercloset; and casting her- 


4 self upon her knees be fore God, she implored his mercy ; 
ef commending her dear child to his gracious protection and 

care. Here her anxious, Jaboring mind, found relief.— 
Je ME pe cast her cares and burdens, as she trusted, upon the 
.. Mgpord; and returned from her closet with a qnietness and 
ty composure of mind which she had not before felt. She 

thought that she had cordially and cheerfully given up her 
1 Megcaughter to God; and the pleasing sense she had of the 
is Eiullness,the sufficiency and the faithfulness of the glorious 
» fggGod and Saviour, abode through the day on her mind, and. 
¢fgpshut out anxiety from her heart. Evening came, but her 
e Mgecear child did not return: still she felt that she had left 


k Mamber with God, and enjoyed a sweet serenity and calmness 
of mind, in reflecting that she was in God’s hand. 

By reason of the unusual scenes through which the 
young lady had passed, she did not arrive at her father’s 
house until the next morning, when God graciously re- 

.-fecurned to the tender mother what she had committed to 
hm. Then the daughter, with a mind sensibly affected 
and solemnized, related to the mother the uncommon events 


7 


hrough which she had passed, and the remarkable inter- 
positions of Divine Providence, by which she was saved 
from death. They found, on comparing, as nearly as they 
could judge, that at the very time the daughter was in the 
water, apprehending herself to be sinking immediately 
luto remediless perdition, the mother was on her knees be- 
+ Bore God, giving her up to him, and imploring mercy for 
Biber. Surely the Lord is a God who heareth prayer! How 
. did he fly, as it were on the wings of the wind, for the de- 
liverance of her who had been given up, and committed to 
iim! Happy and blessed fruit of trusting inGod! What 
abundant encouragement.is there for the people of God, 
9 wait‘on him for his salvation ! Happy the pious parent 
Who gives up his children to God, to receive them again, 
hever, excepting for a little space, to be separated more ! 
What praises are due to the eternal God and Saviour for 
the displays of his mighty power and glorious grace! 


Se i nd 




















Letter of a Dying Soldier. 


LETTER OF A DYING SOLDIER. 


A COPY OF A LETTER FROM A SOLDIER IN AMERICA, TO KIS WIFE ty 
ENGLAND} WRITTEN A SHORT TIME AFTER THE BATTLE OF Brix 


EER’S HILL. 


My dearest Love, 


Berore these lines reach you, grim death will haye 
swept me off the stage of life, and filthy reptiles will be 
feeding on that form once so dear tothee, No more shal 
thou repose in these arms ; no more shall these eyes, now 
Swimming in the shades of death, behold thy lovely person, 
or gazc with delight on thee or my dearinfants. Yester. 
day we had a bloody and obstinate fight, in which we had 
ereat numbers killed and wounded. | received one ball in 
my groin and another in my breast. I am now so weak 
with the loss of blood, that I can hardly write these few 
lines, as the last tribute of my unchanging love to thee. 
The surgeons inform me that three hours wul be the ut 
most Ican survive. Alas! tootrue was the dire presage 
which brooded in my mind, that we should never meet 
again on this side eternity. | 

On our passage from England to America, I gave my- 
self up to reading the Bible, it being the only book I was 
possessed of. The Almighty Parent of mankind was ples- 
sed to draw my heart to him by the sweet attractions of his 
grace, and at the same time to enlighten my mind. There 
is in the regiment a corporal who is a methodist.* J had 
no knowledge of him till one night when J had been earnest 
in prayer to God, to guide me in the way of peace. Dv- 
ring my sleep, I dreamt of this same man, and was directed 
to him by name, which was Samuel Pierce. The next 
morning I inquired if there was such a person in the reg 
ment, and was greatly astonished to find him. I told him 
ray dream, with which he was much pleased. We soon 
contracted a strong friendship, and he was pleased to ¢x 
plain to me the amazing love of God in giving his son Je- 
sus Christ to bleed and die for mankind; he unfolded t 
me the mysteries of salvation, the nature of the new birth 
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AN dissenters, in England, are called Methodists, 
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ond the great necessity of holiness of heart and life; in 
short, he became my spiritual father, and to him, under 
God, | owe all the good I am acquainted with. My dear 
‘ove, I wish thee to become acquainted with this biessed 
way of life. 

Soon after we landed, God was pleased to speak peace 
‘omy soul. Oh! the bliss, the unutterable joy that I then 
‘elt, through the blood of the Lamb! How I longed to tell 
the whole world what Jesus had done for me! But how 
jid I long, yea burn, to have thee, my dear love, to taste 
and know the love of God in Christ Jesus! I would have 
given the world to have been with thee, to have informed 
thee of the pearl of great price. My dear love, as we shall 
never meet more in this vale of tears, let me impose this 
last, this dying obligation upon thee; and, if I was ever 
dear to thee, let me intreat thee not toneglect. the last ad- 
vice of thy departing husband; which 1s, that thou mayest 
sive thyself up to God; read the Bible and good books, 
and frequent the preaching otf the people called metho- 
dists; and the Lord will guide thce in his way. And oh, 
ende ing up the dear little ones tm the fear of God. 
Oh, never fix thine heart upon the vain and unsubstantial 
things of this world. Heaven and the love of God are the 
omy things that demand our hearts, or are worthy of en- 
crossing them. Thou art yet young, nor can I wish thee 
not to enter again into the marriage state, when I am cold 
éncin the dust. But let me give thee some advice: marry 
vith no one, however handsome or rich’ he may be, unless 
he fears and loves God. That is the only thing needful. 
During the four years we cohabited together, many things 
occurred which I forbear mentioning; but, as I have ob- 
tained pardon of God, my awful judge, for all I have done, 
I most humbly bee of thee, that thou wilt pardon me 
wherein soever I have offended thee ; and I most heartily 
acquit thee of any thing thou hast done to disoblige me. 
{have been a worthless husband to thee, and an undytiful 
Son to my parents, and a vile rebel arainst my God. O 
God, be merciful to me a sinner! I die in peace with all 
the world. JI die in a full assurance of cternal glory. A 
lew moments, and my soul shall be ranged amongst the 
ulsembodied spirits in the general assembly of the church 
ofthe firstborn, who are written inheayen. Oh, my love. 
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I beg of thee, I beseech thee, I charge thee, to meet ine 
in the realms of glory ! Oh, fly to the arms of the once 
bleeding Jesus! Oh, cry to him, day and night, and he 
will hear and bless thee! 

And you, my dear infants, though you have not the per. 
fect knowledge of your worthless father, I beg you to pray 
to meet me In the realms of bliss. The God who blessed. 
Jacob and Joseph will bless you. Seek him, and he will 
be found of you ; call upon him, and he will hear and bless 
you. What is the world but sin and sorrow. The rich 
are oppressed with their wealth; the poor are groaning 
for the want of that which others are burdened with. The 
men of power are afflicted with holding the reins, and gui- 
ding the helm ; the governed are oppressed with real or 
imaginary evils. The life of a soldier is blood and cruelty 
—that of a sailor dangers and death. A city life is full of 
confusion and strife ; a country life is loaded with toil and 


labor. But the greatest of all evils flows from our own 


sinful nature. Wherever we are, we may be happy; we 
carry the key of bliss in our breast. The world itself ne- 


ver yet made any one happy. God alone is the bliss of a 
reasanable soul; and he is every where present, and we 
have every where free aceess to him. Learn, then, my 
dear children, when you grow up, to seek for permanent 
happiness in God, through acrucified Redeemer. 

My dear love, should the ‘spiritS of the departed have 
any knowledge of things here below, and at the same time 
any intercourse with them, though unseen, how shall I re- 
joice to be thy guardian angtl, to attend thee, and smile 
to see thee combat sin, conquer the world, and subdue 
the flesm ; but if not, how shall I smile to meet thee on 
the bright frontiers of heaven. These harids shall weave 
for thee, with joy, thy triumphant crows: I first will hail 
thee to thy native mansions. I first will guide thy con- 
quering feet to the celestial city, and introduce thee-to the 
jubilant throng who tread the streets of the New Jerusa- 
lem. I first will lead thee to the sacred throne of out 
God, where we will together bow, transported, at the sub- 
lime seat of thé ever adorable Jesus. Then, then will wey 
strike our melodious harps of gold in the most exalted 
strains of harmony and love. Then shall our love be con 


summated, refined and eternalized, 
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*« The world recedes, it disappears, - 
Heaven opens on my eyes, my ears 
With sounds seraphic ring : 
Lend, lend your ears, I mount, I fly! 
O grave, where.is thy victory ? 
O death, where is thy sting?” 


Dear love, more would I say, but life ebbs out apace. 
My senses cease to perform their office. Bright angels 
stand around the gory turf on which I lie, ready to escort 
me to the arms of my Jesus., Bending saints reveal my 
shining crown, and beekon me away. Yea, methinks, my 
Jesus bids me come. Adieu! Adieu! Adieu! dear love, 


JOHN RANDON, 


THE EFFECTS OF SCEPTICISM IN THE LAST MOMENTS 
OF LIFE. 


Tue following interesting narrative will enable us to 
see, ina very striking manner, the fatal effects of sceptr- 
cism in the last moments of life. It tends directly and 
powerfully to harden the heart; to render the mind unse- 
rious ; to bar it against all conviction of, or fear of danger 
from sin ; to exclude all becoming concern about the in- 
visible world ; and to dispose it to treat with levity the 
solemn event of death; and to raise the most violent an- 
tipathy to relizion. The story which follows is literally 
fact, aud not fabricated to amuse the reader. 

Aman past the meridian of life, was for some time vis- 
ite¢ with infirmity and weakness, though naturally of a 
very robust eonstitution, which at length, by hig own Im- 
prudence, terminated in what is usally called a confirmed 
consumption. Formerly he was a believer im divine reve- 
lation, and diligently attended the worship of the Supreme 
Being, both at church and at home. He had, in early life, 
made a profession of religion, and enjoyed baptism for his 
children, though he never partook of the sacramental sup- 
Per; not supposing himself qualified by a saving work af 
$race on his heart. . 
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About two years aro he had thrown into ‘is hands the 
Age of Reason, Part I. an indecent, impious and scurri- 
lous piece against divine revelation, written bya foreigner, 
a drunken, profane, blasphemous infidel, exactly calcula. 
ted to make deists of the illiterate, low class of mankind, 
but not of the learned. This author having been famous 
for some short political publications in this country, gave 
this precr of his a surprising currency. There is hardly 
an obscure villase in Anierica, where it has not found its 


. ~~ 
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way, and raised, in the undiscerning, an antipathy agains: 
all natural as well as revealed religion, 

A wrong: headed citizen from a sister state, had lately 
come into the neighborhood of this unhappy man, who is 
the subject of these lines. That citizen was uncommonly 
loquacious and self-opinionated. His principles, on the 
subject of religion, were an heterogeneous compound of 
fatalism, deism and universalism. He had a very keen 
thirst for spirituous liquors, and he had no principle either 
of shame or morality to keep him back from the indul- 

ence of his appetite. This neighbor, whom he seduced 
from his belief of Christianity, was of a generous and 
jovial turn, and not on his guard against the sin of intem- 
perance. By the stranger; visits were made for the sake 
of drinking, and reading the above-named publication, 
which was his pocket companion. Alter the cup, by a free 
circula‘ion, had made them both feel wise and jovial, the 
new-comer, as he was cailed, would, witha sly, arch look, 
thrust his hand into his pocket, and draw out the dear 
companion, his oracle,and begin to read some of the most 
audacious and high-colored blasphemies—and then com- 
ment upon them—then read again—and again slyly com- 
ment till night was chiefly spent—mingling scoffs and 
snecrs, doubts and insinuations, against holy writ, as he 
judged would be most efficacious, never forgetting to load 
the faithful ministers of the gospel with the most cruel 
and ili-natured reproaches; especially, when half-drunk, 
would he insist upon it,that they always, in their sermons, 
con.radicted themselves, and boldly afirmed that money 
was their ruling motive. How insiduous! 

In this way, the common procedure of infidelity, this 
unhappy man began first to think lightly of religion; the! 
to speak openly against it as amere fiction; then to call 
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in question the trut! s sacred writinges—and, at last, 
to disbelieve the whole, even to deny a judgment to come, 
and a future state of existence. 


? ‘ e So aed eavet Be ‘aarkaaie on 
In TL€ Mean ti me; the fatal cisorder With wnicn ne was 


attacked, was making inroads upon his constitution. His 
physicians cid not plainly inform him of his state, but de- 


clined doing any thing of consequence to remove his com- 
plaints, urging that some cord bats would be most likely to 
do him good.. In this state of gradual decay of nature, he 
continued many morths. At length, some of his friends, 
without his knowledge, requested the minister of the gos- 
pel, in whose congregaticn he lived, and on whose minis- 
trations he once constantly attended, and for whom: he had 
the highest veneration, as a man of abilitics and picty, to 

visithim. Wishing te do good, the clergyman readily 
embraced the opportanny. to comply with the reasonable 
request. Knowing the infidelity of the sick man, he was 
anxlous, if possible, te convey to his mind some salutary 
impressions and truths. Upon entering the house, he saw 
that death, humanly speaking, could not be far off. The 
sick man told him that his physicians refused to let him 
snow his situation, though he might have easily gath-red 
itfrom their conduct. But the consumption isa most flat- 
tering disease. He desired his minister honestly to in- 
form lim. Accordingly he did. He most tenderly teld 
him,in human view, his case was hopeless ; that the dis- 
order with which he was attacked was a fixed consump- 
‘ton; and that the shydows of the evening were gathering 
upon him. Silence fora few minutes ensued. A pallor 
and trembling seized the sick man. When recovered from 
the shock of such unweicome and unexpected tidings, he 
replied, that death was an unknown land—that all beyond 
was perfect darkness—that the one eternal God would sce 
that he was happy, 1f he were to exist in some other or 
“any other worlds—-that there was no Sayiour—that no 
piety was of’ way worth—that the Bible was a heap of con- 
‘radictions and lies—and that all religs was enthusiasm 
or priest-eraft.. This was not his language, but his ideas. 
His lan nguage was low, vulgar, and harsh a as possibic 

After 4 short pause, the family : being all in a flood of 
cars, his minister observed, that it was too late for him to 
dspute about re ligion; that a dying man had enough tode 
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186 Effects of Scepiicisni 


to die ; that he could not but know, upon a candid retre- 
spect of life, that he was a sinner ; that his life had by ne 
means been such as a holy God would approve ; that the 
ene God whom he acknowledged, was a holy and righteous, 
as weil as good and merciful Being; that it was a sErt- 
oUS BUSINESS indeed to have ali the tender ties of life 
broken, and to go into the presence of this great God; that 
there was no rectifying mistakes after death ; that reason, 
even setting aside revelation, toudly called on him to look 
well about him, and to seek to be fitted for the awful solem. 
nities of dissolution; that he could not but feel his frailty, 
the vanity of the world, and his dependance on the Maker 
of alithings; and many more truths of a similar nature 
were urged. | 

He further informed him, that as he was so weak and 
apparently near his end, he thought it not a fit time to en; 
ter on the proofs of revealed religion; and that Jesus 
Christ was the only Saviour, in whom he himseli most 
firmly believed, and on whom he was willing, after the 
most critical and repeated examination of the claims of 
Christianity, to risk his own eternal salvation ; and that 
he was never backward, on all just occasions, to enter the 
jist with the disbelievers in a Redeemer. 

Atver this declaration, with a flowing tear, he begged 
the sick man to consider well what he was doing, when 
disayowing, even in his last moments, the glorious Re- 
deemer. He afiectionately requested him, while he had 
his reason, to look into his heart and life, and see if he 
must not feel that he was a sinner, such as the gospel 
states—and if he did not need forgiveness, such as the 
gospel offers—and if he denied the Saviour, still to offer 
prayers to Almighty God to save and bless him—to ope! 
his eyes to behold THE TRUTH. 

The sick man wept: he was all attention; and asked 
his minister to pray for him on the occasion. After at 
tending prayer, he took his leave of the sick man and the 
listening family. 

After a fzw days, the family requested the minister 
repeat his visit; for they remarked, that, since the othet 
interview, their afflicted friend was seemingly mo 
thoughtful ; anc, on the subject of religion, not so ovul® 
ceous, profane and spiteful as heretofore. When the ** 
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cond visit was made, the subject of his near approach to 
death, and the inter esting nature of the event, was resu- 
med. But the former hopeful impression was vanished. 
He was outrageous and boisterous, discovering the utmost 
malice and virulence against a Saviour, the scripture, re- 
ligion, and all its ministers. He was, in the gentlest pos- 
sible language, reminded that the purpose of the visit was 
not to disfiute or to irritate, but to endeavor, if possible, to 
induce him, as reason demanded, to realize his condition, 
and prepare for his exit from the stage of time; but all 
wasin vain. Much company being present, he seemed to 
think that HoNOk called upon him to act up to his DEIsTI- 
CAL TENETS. No impression favorable to religion could 
be made upon him. He could not be made to feel that he 
was a guilty sinner, or that sin was such an evil a3 to ex- 
pose to. the anger of God, or to.acquire an atonement, and 
that he would have nothing to do with a Saviour. Tuvs 
HE ENDED HIS LIFE. 

What. awful influence has. infidelity to harden the heart 
—to lead those who are tainted with it to deny all sin—to 
treat death with levity—-to mistake wholly the character 
oft be one true God ! How pernicious to the morals-of so- 
ciety! How many of the low class of mankind, thousands 
and. thousands in these United States, have fallen victims 
iothe dge of Reason! An unfortunate title fora worthless 
ve e, full of error, and devoid of allargument! Who that 
feels for MAN’S HAPPINESS can help dropping a tear over 
allsuch as go out of the world DENYING A SAVIOUR AND 
41S RELIGION! For, by rejecting Christianity, they lose 
all, and gain nothing. C. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


[From the Christian Observer. ] 


Some select Extracts from the Correspondence ok this - 


sine since the publication of the Ninth Annual Report 
e been printed and circulated. We propose to give 

ihe  aobeiaate of them. 
!, From Copenhagen, we learn that the resolution of 
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the Committee to print 5000 additional copies of the Ice. 
ilandic New Llestament, was on the point of being execu. 
ted. “ This generosity,” # is observed, * towards the 
poor Icelanders, could not have been applied to more de- 
serving objects. ‘Their assiduity in reading the Scriptures 
when they have access io them, and the veneration in 
which they held their contents, give the fullest anticipa- 
tory assurance that the grand object the committee have 
in view Will be attained in that island.” It was intended 
shortly to send a number of Bibles and Testaments to 
Norway, where the want of the Scriptures was greatly 
felt. A farmer, eager to possess the Bible, had offered a 
cow at the next market town for one, but in vain. There 
were none for sale, and those who possessed a Bible would 
not sell it for any price. 

2. From Zurich, we learn that the * Bible Institution 
prospers wonderfully.” 

3. A Bible Society has been formed at Kanapa, in Es- 
thonia, under the patronage of the Dean. In that district, 
Mr. Paterson states, that among 106,000 inhabitants, 200 
Testaments are not to be found. Thousands had never 
seena New Testament, and many pastors hadit not in the 
vernacular tongue ; although there are great numbers of 
very pious people, and among the rest, 11,000 persons 
connected with the United Brethren in this districts An 
edition of 10,000 Testaments was to be forthwith printed, 

Another Bibje Society, to be called the Courland Bible 
Society, has been formed at Mitau, in Courland, with the 
full concurrence of the principal clergy, and under the pa- 
tronage of Count Meden, President of the Consistory. 
The meeting for this purpose took place in the hall be- 
longing to the nobles, where persons of all ranks assem- 
bled. ‘The business was opened by Count Lieven. “ The 
subscription,” says Mr. Paterson, “I lear, will- amount 
to about 3000 rubles ; a sum, consideving what this pre- 
vince has suffered by the calamities of war, more than dou- 
ble. whatever could kave been expected from the first 
meeting of the Society ; but a fire is kindled by the Lerd 
in the Russian empire, which warms every heart, and 10- 
flames them with zeal: to follow the example of their 
much beloyed monarch. . 
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a A third Society has been formed at Riga, through the : ai 
u. 9B instrumentality of the same indefatigable servant of ja 
he Christ, Mr. Paterson, in whieh the Consistory and some ie ks 
e- noblemen took the chief lead. Mr. Paterson expects 
es ereat things from this Society, which, after that of St. 
in Petersburgh; he thinks will be the first on the continent. , 
a A fourth Society has been formed at Dorpat, and a fifth Rey 2 
ve at Reval, still under the same kind of patronage. The te 
ed MME Society atthis place are about to print a large edition of ea ieee te! 
to the New Testament, and Mr. Paterson adds, * the trans- 
ly lation in the Revalian dialect, is supposed to be one of the 
a best in Europe.” , 
re After completing these great objects, Mr. Paterson re- 
id MM turned to Petersburgh on the 23d of July, when he found 
that on “ the same day on which the Society was formed 
2 in Reval, a Bible Society had been established in Mos- : 
cow. At the first meeting,the Bishep and. a number of : a 
é. his clergy weve present, and subscribed largely. The qe 
t, Bishop publicly thanked Mr. Pinkerton for the part he b 
0 Je had taken in the business. This Society will prove of ie 
" great importance to the cause in Russia. ‘There are:now He 
e seven Bible Socicties in the Russian empire, including ate 
of that at Abo in Finland.” i 
5 A peasant, living beyond Moscow, had written to prince Bi, 
a Galitzin, the President of the Petersburgh Society, beg- ie 
1 ging a large folio Bible to read to his fdmily and neigh- ie, 
le bors, and sending five rubles to pay for its carriage. Ano- He 
e ther peasant offered to subscribe 20 rubles yearly, and Ute 
-- HM Presented the Society with some leather for binding the ne 
, Bibles. 4 
- ———E 2) > ie Ko 
\ ee a 
€ ARCHBISHOP LEIGHTON, | dy 
; F 
‘ Ons day happened a tremendous storm of lightning he 
: and thunder, as he was going from Glasgow to Dunblane. ‘; 
r He was descried, when at a considerable distance, by two ; wi 
1 Men of bad character. They had not courage to rob i ae 
ii him ; but, wishing to fall on some method of extorting eae 
PS Money from him, one said, “ I will lie down by the way ask 
side, as if 1 were dead,and you shall inform the archbishop a Be 
tat T was killed by the lightning, and beg money of him heed be 
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to bury me.” When the archbishop arrived at the spot, 
the wicked wretch told him the fabricated story; he sym. 
pathised with the survivor, gave him money, and pro. 
ceeded on his journey. But, when the man returned to 
his companion, he found him really lifcless! Immediately 
he began to exclaim aloud, “ Oh, sir, he is dead ! Oh, sir, 
he is dead!”’ On this the archbishop. discovering the fraud, 
left the man with this important reflection: “ It is a dan. 
gerous thing to trife with the judgments of God !” 


——) «| eo 


Drip, in London, on the 6th of August, 1812, Jacos 
Mun, a Jew, and native of Elbing, in Polish Prussia. 

He embraced the Christian faith upwards of twelve 
months before his death, and was publicly baptised by the 
Rev. Dr. Nichol, at the Jews’ chapel, on the 20th of May, 
1812. From the time he professed the Christian religion, 
he was diligent in attending the means of grace at the 
Jews’ chapcl. Having received a German Bible from the 
Loudon Society, he was observed to be constantly and se- 
riously engaged in perusing it; and from the plain and 
unequivocal declarations he made of his faith in the Mes: 
Slah, there is good ground to believe that the Scriptures 
were acconipanicd with the blessing of the Holy Spirit. 

He iad been, in one moment, reduced from very affluent 
circumstances.to poverty, by the incursion of the French. 
From the natural independence of his mind, he applied 
himself @:ligently, at the age of forty-three, to learn the 
business of a tailor; Dut grief was rapidly undermining 
his constiiuiion. He gradually became weaker, and soon 
after his saptism, was so reduced as to be confined to his 
reocm. During his iliness, he often expressed the greates: 
solicitude about his family, who arrived in England ony 
five weeks before his death, and to whom he earnestly 2nd 
repeatedly recommended the Christian religion. Fearing 
he might not live to see them, and being deeply concerned 
for their eternal iriterests, he had, before their arrivah 
made a will, appointing the Rev. Themaas Fry, the Rev. 
J. S.C. F. Frey, and Joseph Fox, Esq. guardians of hs 
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{ye children, with full power to secure their instruction 
in the Christian religion. When his family arrived, he 
committed his wife and children to the London Society, 
expressing the greatest resignation, and declaring the sa- 
tisfaction it would give him te see them baptised. He 
was sensible to the last,.and his conversations evinced tha® 
he built his hopes on that foundation which Ged has laid 
in Zion. 

He was interred in the German burying ground, Ayliff- 
street, Goodman’s Fields, attended by the Committee of 
the London Society for promoting Christianity among the 
Jews, and the children under its patronage. The Rey. 
Dr.Schwabe addressed a numerous and attentivé audience 
in the German language, and spoke to the children in En- 
glish ; and the Rév. Mr. Frey coneluded with an address 
inEnglish. This account was printed by desire of the 

committee of the above named Society. 

We are often4éd to adore the Providen:se and electing 
love of God, in making temporal afflictions the means of 
everlasting good. Unless this Jew had been suddenly re- 
duced to poverty, he would not, in all probability, have 
been brought to hear the truth, much less to embrace its 


ee oS 
rom the Christian Observer. 
DAILY DUTIES, DEPENDANCE AND ENJOYMENT: 


‘For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we 
die unto the Lord.” Rom. xiv. 8: 
Wuen, streaming from the eastern skies, 
The morning light salutes my eyes, 
O Sun of Righteousness divine, 
On me with beams of mercy shine; 
Chase the dark clouds of guilt away, 
And turn my darkness into day. 


When, to Heaven’s great and glorious king, 
My morning sacrifice I bring : 

And, mourning o’er my guilt and shame, 
Ask mercy in my Saviour’s name : 

Then, Jesus, ‘sprinkle with thy blood, 

And be my Advocate with God. 
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As every day thy mercy spares, 
Will bring its trials and its cares, 
O Saviour, ’till my life shall end, 
Be thou my counsellor and friend: 
Teach me thy precepts, all divine, 
And be thy great example mine 


el re ee 


When pain transfixes every part, 
And languor settles at the heart ; 
When, on my bed diseased, oppres?, 
{ turn, and sigh, and long for rest; 
O Great Physician! see my, griet, 
And grant thy servant sweet relief 


“Should Poverty’s consuming blow, 
Lay all my worldly comforis low, 
And neither help nor hope appear, 
Aly steps to guide, my heart to cheer, 
Lord! pity and supply my need, 

“or thou, on earth, was’t poor indeed 


Should Providence profusely pour 
‘ts various biessings In my store, 

J keep me frem the ills that wait 
On such a seeming prosperous state : 
From hurtful passions set me free, 
And humbly may I walk with thee. 


When each day’s scenes and labors close, 
And wearied nature seeks repose, 

+) ith pardoning mercy richly biest, 
‘Guard me, my Savior, while I rest: 

And, as each morning sun shall rise, 

O lead me onward to the skies. 


And, at my life’s last setting sun, 

Nv conflicts o’er, my labors done ; 
Jesus, thine heavenly radiance shed, 
To cheer and bless my dying bed. 

And tr Deatly’ a} 5 iril een 
And Irom Veatii's gloom my spirit raise, 
‘* To see thy face, and sing thy praise.”’ 


PROBUS 





